One Person Can Make a Difference

Drug or alcohol related crashes kill someone in the U.S. every 22 minutes.  At any minute during the day, one of 50 drivers on the road are drunk, and every weekend, one out of 10 people are drunk.  On October 26th 2003 many people’s lives in our community were changed. On that day, Troy and his sister Alana were both killed by a motorist.

After the Pack family had finished eating dinner they decided that they were going to walk down to the Arco station, on Camino Tassajara, to get a slurpee.  While the Packs and their friends walked back home, a gold Mercedes driven by Jimena Baretto veered across two lanes of traffic and off of the road.  The driver then went 80 feet down the sidewalk and hit Troy, Alana, and their mother, barely missing nearby pedestrians without braking.  Alana was killed instantly and Troy passed away later at the hospital.  Carmen Pack had to watch her only two children die. Troy was 10 and Alana was only 7 years old. My younger brother was friends with Troy. 

The driver that crashed into the kids escaped the scene, but not before Mrs. Pack went to the woman’s car and took her car keys.  The woman ended up getting a ride from some passerby and was able to elude the police for three days. Just long enough keep the police from being able to analyze her blood to determine her blood alcohol level.  Because the police don’t have any blood evidence, it makes the job for the district attorney very difficult.  The Pack family wants the district attorney to push for a conviction of Murder Two because it carries a longer sentence in jail. Proving Murder Two with no blood evidence is going to be a difficult job for the DA, and if the court is only able to prove her guilty of Manslaughter, she may end up only serving 4 years in prison for killing two children. Jimena Barreto should have never been on the road. She had 4 DUI’s on her record, and was driving without a license which had been suspended for the 9th time. Authorities also found cocaine in her house. 

Currently, Mr. Pack and some of our elected officials are working toward changing the laws so that if someone leaves the scene of an accident, there will be stiffer penalties added to their sentence. 

Unfortunately, it seems as though it takes a tragedy to make everyone aware of loop holes in the laws that actually help people who break the law. Hopefully this new law will prevent a tragedy such as this from ever happening again. 

The Packs are making a difference in our community by doing as much as they can to get justice for their children and making sure nothing similar to this tragedy ever happens again. In addition to changing the laws, Mr.  And Mrs. Pack have been working with the town of Danville to move the sidewalks farther away from the roads. Instead of just crawling off into a dark hole after losing their two children, they are making a difference in many other people’s lives. Yet another thing that these two inspirational people are doing to help, is that they have set up a place to donate books that will go to elementary school libraries in the Philippines. Mr.  And Mrs. Pack have also set up the Troy and Alana foundation, that focuses on getting drunk people off of the road, and protecting children. 

You too can help the Packs in their quests, by going to www.troyandalana.org and donating money. Every contribution brings them a little closer to achieving their goals. 

“One person can have a profound effect on another.  And two people ... well, two people can work miracles.  They can change a whole town.  They can change the world.”  Diane Frolov and Andrew Schneider
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